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WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION
THIS ISSUE RACHEL MURPHY

| St LAY 3 ¢ NI O] Welcome to the 2026 NPMS Summer newsletter!

Biodiversity We hopevolunteersand supporters are managing to keep as cool and comfortab

PAGE 02 aspossiblethrough these severe heat wave and drought conditions. Once again
records have been brokemwjith summer temperatureseachingnew heights

Plot portrait . : , . A x 5
DrOli PescottUKCEHwritessa H nHe @ AT § LISNK I LJA LINR @

Volunteer: Susie McNaughton

PAGES 085 of us due to its intense summer heat. As our climate continues to change along
lines predicted by climate scientists, our efforts to document the sswalle, but
Support and guidance accumulating, changes happening in our most valued habitats become ever mo

PAGE 06 important and fascinating. Whether it is a new insight into teenpositionof our
plots, such as deepeapoted speciessteadfastly displaying their true abundances

Flower anatomy: Back [ . .
e EELEI; (LD 1) whilst grasses andther plants turnbrown, or the ongoingearto

PAGES 0@9 o _ ) _
year shiftan the hierarchyof different plants vyindgor space
Species Spotlight Thrift and dominancewe will return home tired,but withanew & &
(Armeriamaritima) understandingf how ecological change®ally2 O O dzNID £
PAGE 10

Thankyou as always from the NPMS Team, for your time '
andeffortsi KA & &aSlazyo LOGQa y2i
f LGS adzYYSN) adz2NBSe AT

forget, your safety comes first, and you can find
suggestions and tips relating to wildfire risk on p. 11.

Youcanfind further scheme news, volunteer stories and
development opportunities cathroughoutthis bumper
ySsat SGGSNI SRAGAZ2Y @
O2Y(NROdziA2Yyad CNRBY {dzaAS
portrait (p.3), to newly released resources, data uses

Scheme News

SEIES HE and inspiring group efforts iNorthern Ireland (p.13).
Botany through Art Thank you for sharingour passion and your creativity.
PAGE14-15 We have thoroughly enjoyed meeting and training so

manynew and existingolunteersalreadythis year, with

Field diaries: Your photos yet still more sessiorn® come (p. §. We are also

PAGE$6-18 . . .
excitedto extend our thanks via the Learnifigrough
Get Involved \olunteeringoffer, with other environmental
PAGHY conservation organisations (p.19).

As everdo not hesitate toget in touch if you have any

I gueries, feedback astories:support@npms.org.uk
PAGER0-22

Further opportunitiesand

gRachel Murphy

Plantlife SHUKCEH (fumlsedy @
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§ How NPMS data are helping track England's biodiversi g
NPMS data contribute to England's species abundance indicat

Francesca Mancini, UK Centre for Ecology and Hydrology (UKCEH,_

Thousands of records collected by National Plant Monitoring Scheme (NPM% b o
| volunteers are now helping to track progress towards national biodiversity - N —_—
targets in England. In the latest release of Defra's Indicators of Species q

Abundance in England, NPMS data were used to estimate abundance trend:
for vascular plant species, contributing directly to the government's
assessment of how wildlife is changing over time.

The inclusion of NPMS data

demonstrates the enormous
value of volunteeicollected
monitoring data. Every surve
by NPMS volunteers
contributes to a better

R understanding of how plant

. JoMullholland populations are responding to

environmental change and helpgorm evidencebased

conservation and policy decisions. Without the

commitment of NPMS participants, this contribution to

national biodiversity reporting would not be possible.

The allspecies abundance indicator brings together da
from 1,185 species across a range of taxonomic groug
(including birds, mammals, butterflies, moths, fish,
freshwater invertebrates and vascular plants) to meas
long-term changes in biodiversity.

New modelling work done by the UK
Centre for Ecology and Hydrology and the
NPMS has enabled the inclusion of sever.
species of plants in the ajpecies and
priority species indicators. The updated
analysis now includes 218 vascular plant
species, providing much broader
representation of England's flora than wag
previously possible.

G¢KS NBadzZ 6a RSAONAROSR K¢
people.In particular, wewvould like to acknowledge Dr Oli
Pescott (UKCEH), who developed the vascular plant

species trends used in the analysis, and Dr Fiona Burns
and Simone Mordue (RSPB), who produced the Indicat
2F {LISOASA ! 60dzy R yOS Ay ¢

The overall picture from the latest
assessment shows that England's
monitored species have declined
substantially over recent decades. Acros
all species included in the indicator,
average abundance has fallen by around
40% since 1970, while priority species,
those considered of greatest conservatio
concern, have declined by around 80%.

Francesca Mancini is an Ecological
Y. Modeller at the UK Centre for
~ Ecology & Hydrology (UKCEH),
where she develops methods fol
for measuring biodiversity chang
at national scales. Her research
supports the development of
biodiversity indicators used to asses:
the state of nature and track progress towards national
and international environmental commitments. She worl
closely with different stakeholders in biodiversity
monitoring to strengthen the evidence base for
conservation, helping to ensure that biodiversity indicatc
are scientifically robust, transparent and useful for poli

The results for vascular plants are more
encouraging, with the overall average
trend for the 218 plant species included i
the analysis showing little evidence of a
substantial change since 2015. Looking
more closely at the specidsvel results
reveals that, although 38% of species
increased in thisime period 40% showed
no significant change and 22% declined.

CINOIOIONY

NPMS SUMMER NEWSLETTER 2026 PAGE 02




PlotPortrait

My NPMS Volunteer journey
Susie McNaughton, Perthshire

My NPMS Plot is my happy place. | step into timelessness as soon as | am abs
into surveying the four quadrats set up in my kilometre square. The wide skies

undulating horizons of Glenshee on the edge of the Cairngorms are magic. Theg
detailed observational world brought close through the hand lens is stunning. T
silence in the air is broken rarely by a bird or sheep, or anfemsting car on the road
- my favourite is ravensronkingtheir messages for all life to hear.

| first visited theallocated NPMS squaie April 2025,
doing a recce before returning over the following fortnig
to complete the survey. The landowner was facilitative.
He was already used to people visiting this small parcel
land as it has been home to archaeological digs and is
crossed by the Cateran trail, a fantastic walking route.

{SGdGAy3
aisLla FT2NBI NR

dzLJ ' yR O2YLX SGAy
YR 2yS &aidS§

delighted to come across the NPMS scheme and joined
with the wish to develop my plant surveying skills,
contribute to the worthy overall aim of the project, and
plunder the opportunity to get to know ongarticular
spotin more detail. | am a plasbver at heart and, while
LOR ¢2N]J SR 2y 20KSNJ (e&L)S3
landed into botanical surveys since-fa#f studentdays

) r‘ ‘,'w e A ““\.

A )

Above: Susie, completing her first 2026 summer survey at Nyma
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The project materials and YouTube channel were
comprehensive and helpful, and | certainly went back to
them to get guidance, especially when enthusiastic burs
forward needed tempering with method.

The Habitat map for my square showed a variety of
habitats on the theme of wet and dry heathland, crossin

GirkoSogFwitiNdative RingxaiRd jugipediscrib inthié
) corhe® e thiideavas a&lratdSthidugh th©mBnewood

turned out to be a spruce plantation. My willingness to
stomp through boggy areas and streams, and navigate
uneven slopes, was the only access issue. | ended up"
four plots of distinct habitat, roughly: dry heath, wet
heath, boggy heath, and lowland grassland, and got to
2wbrk.y | 4 dzZNB adzNBSeasx L KI Ry

St26Y ¢KS Ylye 0O2f2dNB 27F {
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PlotPortrait

Susie McNaughtorzont.

I hold my hand up to making mistakes in my first year o
surveys that | have corrected in the second. For examy
when | was surveying in May thyiear| realised that what
o ke e o B i Beny ant conbery
(Vaccinium vitisdaea):the darker colour of the cowberry
leaves initially drew my attention, but then the flowers
and the detail of the leaves under the hand lens showec

me that there were two species not just one.

ae 0S3IAYYSNRa Sy
identify all plants on every plot,
and my first survey was certainl

a lengthy one in which | got

familiar with ling Calluna

vulgarisor fraochin Scottish
gaelig, bell heather(Ericacinerg
(left), and crosdeaved heath
(Ericatetralix), each of which | can
Naughton now spot from a distance.

In my second year | am much more functional and
knowledgeable on at least the Indicator species, though
still have a way to go with identifying grasses.agys
OSNIFAyfeée KStftLISR YS |f2y
YA&AARSYUGUATe Sy2dzaK GAYSa
concentrated on improving my plant classification and
identification skills over the last couple of years, to the
point where | took a FISC (Field Identification Skills
Certificate) in July of this year. A vegetative sample of
crowberry Empetrumnigrum) appeared in the lab test of
my FISC examinatia@my lucky break as | had stared at i
red stems many a time in one of my NPMS piptsy” R
y20 |y Slraeé 2yS G2 WwW{iy2s
time pressure to work it out. A ) Z. ) 2
F PR T JON DR

Above: BlaeberryMacciniunmyrtillis), Susie McNaughton

My discernment is improving with experience. | digge
to come clean with NPMS admin about an initial error
(about 30 metres) in the Grid Reference for one of my
plotscL Qf t O2y @SyASyiate oflYy
words¢ while | know where the plot is, | need to make
sure others know where it is too.

Discovered an error in your survey data or plot location:
Not to panic, mistakes are part of learning. You can edit
adzNBSe NBO2NRaEDiE o0 & dza 8 2 § Ofi
/ 2T | \Misk&( SRMydatadzNILI 3 S
< <5k . ,, AT - \ Plot location errors can only be edited by NPMS staff
admin, once datéas been recorded. Just let us know!

Above: CrowberryEmpetrunnigrum), Susie McNaughton
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PlotPortrait

Susie McNaughtorzont.

My favourite botanical moments include walking throug
0KS ¢ F (ail¢dtongrasgEBapiorum
vaginatum on my way to plo2, andgetting deeply
observant of sphagnum moss and its many colours at p
4. Plot 4 mesmerised me with its deep cushions of
mosses, and | felt peatland creation was alive beneath
feet, buoyed up by my recentigcquired understanding of
the dynamics of peatland degradation and restoration.
plan to measure the peat depth on my next trip to the
quadrat¢ a new skill to practice on the list for August 20
¢ and hence gain a better understanding of the habitat.

Above: Haircap mos®¢lytrichumcommung, Susie McNaughton

6Y 9 DA
§7

RSy OS 2F {d&AisdQa 3
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My lunch spot is by a fire pit in the middle of a remnant
prehistoric stone cairn/ roundhouse. | sit marvelling anc
imagining people living on the land exactly here centurie
and millennia ago, when it was busier than today. The 1
pit, | assume, is a remnant of a gathering spot during
archaeological digs here from 202017. Within a couple
of hundred metres of where | sit, two early medieval turf
longhouses were excavated, believed to have been in u
from 600900 AD, and lived in by people called the Picts
The Picts are remembered for their exceptionally fine
artistic skills, with evidence of carved stones and
metalwork that flow with graceful symbols and animals.
In the quiet, | imagine children going down to collect
water or play in the stream, and elders reading the sign:
the sky and nature as they make decisions of how to
manage the land and life.

Above: Prehistoric stone cair8usie McNaughton

| am planning to carry out my second 2026 survey in a f
weeks time (before this Newsletter comes out). | will
enjoy every moment of it, especially as in February this
year | moved down south to support my elderly mother
and, while I have managed to revisit Glenshee to do my
NPMS surveys in 2026, | am not sure if | can sustain it i
the future. Anyone want to pick it up to continue it next
& S| NK LiQa Fy Slae LX 240
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RacheMurphy

Supportand guidance

We have had a great and inspirirng

time meeting so many of you through thi
aSlazyQa OGN} AyAy3
25Q0S NYzy modp aSaaa
with a few more to come this season.
Including our small and interactive Getting &
Started and Data Entry support sessions. &
We will soon advertise our free

winter miniseries. Keep an eyg

onour Trainingand events

whereyou can finda mix

of webinarsand

interactive workshops
Alsotake alook through

our newlyupdatedOnline %

training resourcesfor NPMS
speC|f|c habltats and methods

18" Sept
10am
3:30pm

Intro to NPMS and survey methods
In-field, Gwynedd; With Rachel Murphy and
Karen Fisher

AugOct  Northern Ireland Habitat training
Various dates & locatiorgWith BSBI training

officers

8th Oct
18:00

NPMS Plot creation and data entry
Online workshop
¢ With Rachel Murphy

12th ¢ 22nd
October

Learning through volunteering:
Free online talks and workshops for natu%\"
conservation volunteers. See Pg. 16 ;

52y Qi FT2NRS(X u
Recordings of all our training webinars
and other helpful guidance videos can

be found on the\NPMS YouTube channd

Subscribeto our NPMS Support YouTube channel to
be alerted to the latest videos

NPMS SUMMER NEWSLETTER 2026

P

Frequently asked questions:

w* The speueﬁ Yy Yé L) 20 R2y(
0KS Adld F2NJ GKS KI ¢
Havel mlsclassified the habitat?

Classifying the habitat of your survey plot is your fir
task, informing which species list you will use for yc
survey and therefore which species you need to
record if present. This is the case whether you are
surveying at the Wildflower or Indicator level, with i
expanded list. But remember, the indicator species
lists provided in theSpecies list bookletare not lists
of species that indicate habitat type, but rather they
indicate the health of that habitat. There are both
positive indicators of habitat health, as well as
negative indicators, which suggest less than optimz
conditions within the plot. You should not therefore
be using this species list to identify the habitat of
your plot, as there are likely species on the list that
you may not necessarily relate to the habitat. There
are of course certain species/assemblages, which
more common within certain habitats and can assis
with classification. But these can be found elsewhe

Support with habitat ID:

. A Appendix ic NPMS
Survey Guidance notes

A NPMSOnlinetraining

A NPMSSupport
YouTube

A.NRGEFAY OA |
Guide to the Wildlife
Habitats of Britain and
Ireland Wildguides&
Princeton University

*  PresslLake, S. et at015

| A Habitatlook uptable

. A AndGetin Touch
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxJpSzbAZMkC5eO9B2c4HOg/featured
https://www.npms.org.uk/sites/default/files/PDF/NPMS_Species lists_WEB_2ndEd.pdf
https://www.npms.org.uk/sites/default/files/PDF/NPMS_Survey Guidance notes_WEB_2ndEd.pdf
https://www.npms.org.uk/content/online-training
https://www.npms.org.uk/content/online-training
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxJpSzbAZMkC5eO9B2c4HOg/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxJpSzbAZMkC5eO9B2c4HOg/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxJpSzbAZMkC5eO9B2c4HOg/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxJpSzbAZMkC5eO9B2c4HOg/videos
https://www.npms.org.uk/sites/default/files/PDF/NPMS habitats crosstab to Britain%27s Habitats by Lake et al 2015_0.pdf
https://www.npms.org.uk/sites/default/files/PDF/NPMS habitats crosstab to Britain%27s Habitats by Lake et al 2015_0.pdf
https://www.npms.org.uk/sites/default/files/PDF/NPMS habitats crosstab to Britain%27s Habitats by Lake et al 2015_0.pdf
https://www.npms.org.uk/sites/default/files/PDF/NPMS habitats crosstab to Britain%27s Habitats by Lake et al 2015_0.pdf
https://www.npms.org.uk/sites/default/files/PDF/NPMS habitats crosstab to Britain%27s Habitats by Lake et al 2015_0.pdf
https://www.npms.org.uk/sites/default/files/PDF/NPMS habitats crosstab to Britain%27s Habitats by Lake et al 2015_0.pdf
https://www.npms.org.uk/content/training-resources-and-events
https://www.npms.org.uk/content/training-resources-and-events
https://www.npms.org.uk/content/training-resources-and-events
https://www.npms.org.uk/content/training-webinars
https://www.npms.org.uk/content/training-events
https://www.npms.org.uk/content/online-training
https://www.npms.org.uk/content/online-training

Flower Anatomy: Back to Basics

| The terminology for different parts of a plant can be intimidating at
first. HoweverJookingcloser and becoming familiar with the parts
of a plant can provide a strong foundation for learning more about gliant

! These terms and the functions of these pamse incredibly useful in utilising a
# botanical key (coming up in our next edition), along with simply understanding ang
. enjoying the wonder of these species, their fascinating and individual characteristi
. Below we have provided a useful Glossary of plant anatomy terms and example / e
hope you feel inspired to head out, look closer and have a go at putting these terfi
into practice. Imagesand descriptions provided by Sarah Shuttleworth, Plantlife 8

Pedicel:

Receptacle| The expanded part, normally at the end/apex of the flower stal
on which the organs of a flower are attached.

This may be convex, or a concave cup.

M
- & g/
i

Examples

Sepal or Sepal A single part of the outermost row (whorl) of floral organs,
Calyx: usually green. These protect the flower in bud.

The sepals can be named as a grquipe calyx

Calyxc The outermost row (whorl) of floral organs, often divided into
sepals; This is the name given to the sepals as a group, usually when
the sepals are fused.

For some species, these are completely absent.

Examples: Partly fused

Petals: A single, usually free, unit of the second floral row (whorl). They are coloured, leaf like parts whic
secrete nectar at their bases or in special spurs. They also may have scent producing glands usug
their bases.

The number of petals, as well as sepals, are of great importance in plant identification.
The Petals can be named as a grqufheCorolla(see next page).
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® Flower Anatomy: Back to Basics
.| Diagrams and descriptions provided by Sarah Shuttleworth, Plantlifg
L/ 2y Ay dSRX

The name given to the second set of floral organs consisting of free petalsa joined tube and
petal lobes. This term is usuallged when the petals are fused to form a shape.

In wind pollinated flowers the corolla may be inconspicuous or absent.

Petal and corolla examples:

Joined tube

The male organ of a flower, consisting of a stalk
(filament) with the anthers that have the pollen.

See below for filament and anthers.

Filament A stalk that bears an anther.

Pistil or The female reproductive organ in
Carpel: flowering plants, usually referring to an
individual unit consisting of an ovary, a
style and a stigma (see below).

One or more carpels combine to form a
pistil. The number of carpels amchether
or notthey are fused is important for
identification. When fused you can count
the number of stigmas or styles or

number of partitions in the ovary. Simple, individual Unfused, separate

Gyroeciunt | The innermost whorl of a flower, and the collective term for all the female reproduptves of the
flower (ovary, style and stigma).

It is composed of one or more carpels which enclose the ovules.

NPMS SUMMER NEWSLETTER 2026 PAGE 08




® Flower Anatomy: Back to Basics
.| Diagrams and descriptions provided by Sarah Shuttleworth, Plantlifg
L/ 2y Ay dSRX

Ovary: The ovulebearing part of the female organs, usually an
enlarged part of the pistil that contains the ovules and
eventually becomes the fruit.

Ovulesg
immature seeds

The part of the female organ between the ovary and the stigma, often
slender and sometimes absent when the stigma sits on the ovary directly.

The pollen receptor on the female orgamdight be directly on the
ovary or elevated on top of a style. Can be different shapes (right).

Quiz Time!

Using the Glossary abowehy nottest
your knowledge and have a go at namir|g
all the numbered parts in this simple
flower anatomy diagram.

Answerson page22.

You can download a free plant anatom
training presentatiorHERE

Or watch a video of the full presentatio 4
provided by Sarah ShuttlewortHERE

NPMS SUMMER NEWSLETTER 2026 PAGE 09



https://www.npms.org.uk/sites/default/files/training/NPMS Plant Anatomy workshop.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k_xHN4psnUA&t=2s

SPECIES SPOTLIGHT
Thrift
Armeria maritima

Sarah Bird, Plantlife

A perennialplant with flowers on long stems above springy
cushions offoliage. Afamiliar sight around the coast of the UK.

Identification:

A Small rounded flowerheads comprising many small pink (tho
infrequently white) flowers, on a long, thin stalk.

A Each flower is approx. 8mm wide, with a corolla
of five petals that are joined at the base, with _‘
stamens opposite these petals and five separaife & &t o A plant with compact
styles that are hairy towards their base. »F leaves that hold

Where and when:

A The hairy calyx (the whorl of 'sepals"), has five gy in harsh conditions, and can be
ribs and teeth up to 1mm deep. N [ = 3 seen on coasts, cliffs and salt
A The flower stalk is unbranched and grows to p S riEles g el e Jrikine, i

~20cm, emerging from a rosette of narrow and on mountain ledges in Britain
' ging and Ireland. The subspeciés
numerous leaves.

maritimassp. elongatas found

in Lincolnshire but is very rare.
Thrift has seen little change in

A Image: Cath Shellswell distribution since the 1960s,

. " though it has infrequently
A The leaves oArmeriamaritima are appeared along satreated

narrow andnumerousand usually roads since the 1980s.
have hairs along their margins.

Its main flowering season is
A The leaves grow between@cm May-August but can vary
long and have a single vein. They between ApriOctober.

often have hair along the margins.
Other common names:

A The leaves form dense cushions. : _ :
Cliff rose, cliftlover, cushion

pink, lady's pincushion, marsh
daisy, sea gillyflower, sea grass
and sea pink.

A Under the springy cushion of foliag
the rootstock is woody.

oO Did you know?
This tough coastal wildflower with its ability to endure harsh conditions, came
symbolise resilience, endurance, strength and as such protection for seafarer
[ 2Fa0lt O2YYdzyAGASa GNIYRAGAZ2YILT @
of good fortune. Families believed picking sea thrift, gifting it to loved ones or [2% -

carrying it offered safe passage and ensured a fisherman's return to shore.

<« From 1937 to 1953, Thrift was used as an emblem on the British threepennytuoipefiny bij,
used until the decimal system took over in the 19708is choice played on a dual meaning, both
celebrating the resilient maritime flower while also subtly encouraging the British public to pract
financial "thrift" during and after World War 1.
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NPMS Dataupporting air pollution research
Dr OliPesott UKCEH

Data collected by National Plant Monitoring Scheme volunteers §
now contributing to the UK Air Pollution Impacts on Ecosystems
Networks (APIENS). This national resource brings together
information from atmospheric, freshwater and terrestrial
monitoring programmes to show where gipllution pressures and
their effects on ecosystems are being monitored across the UK.
NPMS is one of the contributing networks,
with its field surveys providing valuable
evidence about the habitats and plant
communities present at monitoring
locations.

By combining NPMS information with
data from other environmental networks,
APIENSs will support research into how air pollution affects habita
biodiversity, soils and fresh waters; and how ecosystems respong
L2t fdziAz2zy RSOfAYySad ¢KS NBazo
reporting on the ecological effects of air pollution and will help
researchers and policymakers identify gaps in monitoring and
undertake more integrated analyses. This is an important use of
careful observations made by NPMS volunteers and demonstratg
0KSANI @I tfdzS 06Se2yR GKS { OKSYS
plants and habitatsMore information onAPIENHere.

e

NPMS Annual Repo025

Earlier this season, you
may have spotted the
release of the2025
NPMS Annual Report

NPMS survey coverage,
datavolume and impact
areincreasing year on year.
Discover how data is being
used in this latest report,

v Naﬁonﬂ! P‘“;‘:heme

| % Monitoring

which takes a special look a
the commitment and
collaborationour many
partnersandvolunteers

involvedin plant and habitat monitoring. It contains a

rangeof voices exploring how the NPMS has been working to
provide inclusive and valuable habitat data to du can
download and read the repoHHERE
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Wildfire risk

Therecent hot, dry weather has significantly
raisedthe risk of wildfires, with some regions
alreadyaffected. Wildfires can happen
anywhereand spread quickly, so it's important
you consider your safety when out and about.

Headingoutdoors?

A Be vigilant.Make sure to monitor reports of
wildfires in your area through the media or vi

AS your local emergency services. Do not gq to

D sited wheteZhere 8ab-dl:d3 iNdhviciHity. S

A Be carefulMany wildfires are sparked by
humanactivity. Take steps during hot and dry
weather to reduce the risk of a fire starting ar
spreading, i.e5 2 ydfdf cigarettes or
angthinggthat jis SuneIg en therqud:Dg ¥ O
usegas stoves or kettles during dry periods;
Pick up litter and dispose of glass bottles
properly; Make sure that flammable
substances are safesfored;andDonot park
over tall, dry grass, as the heat from catalytic
converters can ignite dry vegetation.

A Have an escape plan.

A Consider postponing
your visit until conditions fe
areless hazardous. ,

L¥ &2dzQNB ¢ 23}
wildfire near you, check &
updates fromYour local
Fire and Rescue Servjce
local authorityandthe
Met Office

If you seesmoké flames
and believe a wildfire is
active, call 999
immediately.

~

a
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https://www.ceh.ac.uk/our-science/projects/apiens/data-portal
https://www.npms.org.uk/sites/default/files/PDF/NPMS Annual report 2025 Final.pdf
https://nfcc.org.uk/contacts/fire-and-rescue-services/
https://nfcc.org.uk/contacts/fire-and-rescue-services/
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/
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SCHEME NEWS

Rooted in inclusion
Karen Fisher, Plantlife

Wereleased &log postin June,
highlightingi KS bt a{ Q C
to accessibility. The blog details hovSe
NPMSpartners are working to removeg
barriersto accessibility; increaghe
scope ofvolunteerroles;provide more
detailedsquare information including elevation, rights of
way, and local transport hubs; and the opportunities for
training and buddying available through the scheme.

New: Accesermissions Supporfoolkit

Check out our new Access
Support Toolkit, for
supporting navigating and
orienting around your 1km
square. Resources include
everything from Landowner
leaflet and permission letters,
to FAQs and mapping tools.

CAREERS Phase 2 funding secured

Our latest Annualeport summarises outcomes the
CAREERSItizen science foAdvancingRacialEquity in
EnvironmentalResearchSuper-consortium) programme.

We are delightedhat funding forCAREERShase 2has been
secured from the Natural Environment Research Council
(NERCY h LJS vy Ah¢ éhvirdeindenQ OF f £ @ orK A
the outcomes of phasé to address systemic, organisational
and cultural challenges to widening accassl participation
of people from ethnicallyninoritised groupsn the
environmental field.Welook forward to working and
learning with project partners frony CEDEa Yorkshire
Consortium for Equity in Doctoral Education andTePoP
A partnership of UK organisations using citizen science
monitor our environmentonthis important next phase.
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Dean McCullough!

Introducing a new Botanical
skills officer, recently joining
the BSBI N. Ireland botanical
alAftta LINRpa2SOi
FNRY 5SIyX

What were you doing before
starting your new role?

| had worked in variousNGO
roles in wildlife conservation
and | completed my MSc last year from Queen's
University, Belfast. | specialised in the floristic
assemblages of Irish temperate rainforest. | also
worked freelance as a nature educator betwesdhof
these roles, working with schools, wildlife groups anc
other organisations on various topics such as bog
biodiversity, urban botangnd pollinators.

What doesyour new roleinvolve?

| work closely with colleagues Kim and Jo to deliver f
the Botanical Skills Project whihall about upskilling
people on plant and habitat identification. My
particular focus is on intermediate to advanced
botanical training. We also dedicate time to NPMS
outreach and training which helps equip people with
plant ID skills and data collection skills. Of course, th
role involves lots of partnership work with fellow
botanists,Vicecounty RecordersMCR} ecologists and
eNGOsAIl good things!

What are you most looking forward to?

| am eager to see how much my own botany will hav
ifprdvdd bydtEAinhefthe project ends in 2028. | have
noticed a great improvement already, and | only
started inFS 6 NHzZt NBEH L{iQa Ff gl @
job through working with likeninded people from a
diverse background of experiences. There is so muc
joy in passing on the information | learn from others!

Any upcoming plans you'd like to share?
We have so many coming umrh excited about the
sessions we are running in my home county, Co. Do
We have a montane plant recording day Sieve

Muck on the 18th August and antro to aquatic and
emergent plants aDonaghaguyreservoir on thd 9th.
We also havea habitattraining session dDerrymore
Co.Armagh tog which should be a rewarding day for
all involved Keep an eye on our events calendar.
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https://us.list-manage.com/CbBvPxlmwq4?e=f11577b100&c2id=ddb740081503279ba57d4199de5d84a3
https://www.npms.org.uk/index.php/content/resources
https://www.npms.org.uk/content/access-and-permissions-toolkit
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RSPBN.IrelandQ¥olunteer Team of the Year
- Northern Ireland Youth Network foNature teams

up with the BSBI to support the National Plant
Monitoring Scheme.

The RSPB NI Youth Networf
for Nature is an inspiring
collective of more than 200
young people aged 16 to 3
who are committed to
protecting Northern
Ireland's natural heritage. £
Since launching in January §
2025, members have made £
a significant contribution to #
nature recovery across
Northern Ireland.

They have supported peatland restoration projects, take
part in Swift surveys, assisted with research and
monitoring at Harbour Meadows on Belfast Lough, and
helped with practical conservation work for the Giving
Corncrakes a Home project. They have also supported
critical advocacy activities and carried out habitat
management activities on reserves such as Portmore
Lough andMontiaghsMoss, working alongside RSPB sta
G2 RSEAGSNI SaaSyidalt 02y3
y2i KINR (2 aS$S gKeé (KSe
t NBaARSyidQa !
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In addition to their RSPB specific activities, they have

2 ﬁ developed an incredible successful partnership with the

Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland (BSB$) part of
this collaboration the young people have had the
opportunity to develop valuable botanical skills through
series of training sessions led by BSBI's Jo Mulholland
where they have learned how to identify plants, conduct
surveys and lead monitoring activities as part of the wid
National Plant Monitoring Scheme (NPMS).

Their impact for nature is both visible and-faaching.
Their efforts have contributed to healthier peatlands,
improved habitats for priority species, enhanced
biodiversity data collection, and stronger advocacy and
action to shape naturgositive policy. For BSBI, the
partnership has strengthened engagement with young
people across Northern Ireland while helping to build th:
next generation of skilled volunteers and plant surveyor:
By equipping young people with the knowledge and
confidence to contribute to lontgerm ecological
monitoring, the Youth Network is helping to secure the
future of vital UKwide conservation workdemonstrating
the transformative power of meaningful youth
involvement.

NIBFGA2Y |yR LRtAOE 2dzid2Y
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All images provided by: RSPBm§land Youth Networkor Nature

Youth Network member Amy Doyle who, as part of this
partnership work, has her own NPMS square and says:

d set up a community square alongside the Cookstown
Wildlife Trust (who recently celebrated 65 years as a
group!). My plot stretched between Loughry College an
the Mid Ulster Sports Arena. It was a warm summer's d
and we completed the survey at the Wildflower level. Tt
plot had been previously surveyed nine years prior and
there was a big gap in the data, so | wanted to contribut
with my wildlife group to understand how the botany in
our area is changing over time. Our survey finished off |
lovely meadow filled with orchids®
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