
        

Introduction to 
Arable Field Margins 

 

 

Further supporting materials 

There are various useful external habitat and ID videos available online. Below are links 

to a number that may be helpful within this theme.  

 

Habitat videos: 

Wild flower field margins in Berkshire: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ja2fu68ilFU 

Margins: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0zSdhgUdlSE 

CropLife International – Paul Temple on promoting biodiversity: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hMfhaPdki3I 

Field margins for functional agro biodiversity in the Hoeksche Waard, The Netherlands: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4mBTvYKVYw 

Soil Association Scotland – Increasing pollinators on arable farms: Part 1- Habitats: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-mjOgSov_MM 

Soil Association Scotland – Increasing pollinators on arable farms: Part 2- Monitoring (good 

examples of arable field margins): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bsjC-dxHnug 

 

Species identification videos: 

 

Positive indicators:   

Fool’s Parsley (Aethusa cynapium): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IDbaXVzOurU 

Scarlet pimpernel (Anagallis arvensis): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uhJvVpfSuQA 

Sheperd’s Purse (Capsella bursa-pastoris): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d5UNyGahR88 

Fat-hen (Chenopodium album): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ItR5pFBoMc 

Fumitories (Fumaria sp.): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i3yexgAiBKk; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gU57UWcT_Qw 

Corn Marigold (Glebionis segetum)(Chrysanthemum segetum): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0au1mlSeknU; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_TsNuBtvryA 

Henbit Dead-nettle (Lamium amplexicaule): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-uM-vZPgUDM 

Black Medick (Medicago lupulina): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20a95sxFaS8 
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Pale Persicaria (Persicaria lapathifolia): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TOMz_5Pd58U 

Wild Mignonette (Reseda lutea): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o6-hv8kPEeg 

Field Madder (Sherardia arvensis): good footage - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HUc6NgiLpCo; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VGYqe7U4uIM 

Perennial Sowthistle (Sonchus arvensis): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PRILD-bxFGY 

Smooth Sowthistle (Sonchus oleraceus): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WSTODlWkzfY 

Hairy Tare (Vicia hirsuta): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-3_tJZSQmbY 

Field Pansy (Viola arvensis): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DK3ZxeA4Xec 

 

Negative indicators:  

Black-grass (Alopecurus myosuroides): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RSLukqwREFo 

Creeping Thistle (Cirsium arvense): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ztDC2zOMBM; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Anbvu8u-sBI; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dgj0T5Gxjqs 

Cleavers/Goosegrass (Galium aparine): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JIHpshUh5J4; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=344aKh-vjdA; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P0DDA4zkJco 

Common Chickweed (Stellaria media): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLN-Se0OeYs 

Common Nettle (Urtica dioica): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ASTvp1pgLg 

 

Further online materials: 

 

Habitat websites: 

Back from the Brink – Colour in the Margins: https://naturebftb.co.uk/the-projects/colour-in-the-

margins/#:~:text=This%20Back%20from%20the%20Brink%20project%2C%20led%20by,mammals%

2C%20three%20insects%20and%20eight%20other%20arable%20plants 

 

Species identification websites: 

 

Positive indicators:  

Stinking Chamomile (Anthemis cotula): https://www.ediblewildfood.com/stinking-chamomile.aspx 

Sticky Mouse-ear (Cerastium glomeratum): https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/cerastium-

glomeratum/common-name/sticky-mouse-ear-chickweed/; 
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http://www.wildflowersofireland.net/plant_detail.php?id_flower=434&Wildflower=Mouse-

ear,%20Sticky 

Small Toadflax (Chaenorhinum minus): http://www.luontoportti.com/suomi/en/kukkakasvit/small-

toadflax 

Dwarf Spurge (Euphorbia exigua): http://www.luontoportti.com/suomi/en/kukkakasvit/dwarf-

spurge 

Sun Spurge (Euphorbia helioscopia): http://www.luontoportti.com/suomi/en/kukkakasvit/sun-

spurge 

Fumitories (Fumaria sp.): https://naturebftb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Fumitories-and-

Ramping-fumitories-crib.pdf 

Corn Marigold (Glebionis segetum)(Chrysanthemum segetum): https://naturebftb.co.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2019/06/Glebionis-segetum-Corn-marigold.pdf 

Sharp-leaved Fluellen (Kickxia elatine): 

http://wildflowerfinder.org.uk/Flowers/F/Fluellen(SharpLeaved)/Fluellen(SharpLeaved).htm 

Round-leaved Fluellen (Kickxia spuria): 

https://wildflowerfinder.org.uk/Flowers/F/Fluellen(RoundLeaved)/Fluellen(RoundLeaved).htm 

Scented Mayweed (Matricaria recutita)(Matricaria chamomilla): 

http://www.luontoportti.com/suomi/en/kukkakasvit/scented-mayweed 

White Campion (Silene latifolia): https://www.oardc.ohio-

state.edu/weedguide/single_weed.php?id=19 

Perennial Sowthistle (Sonchus arvensis): https://abinvasives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/FS-

PerennialSowthistle.pdf 

Smooth Sowthistle (Sonchus oleraceus): 

http://www.luontoportti.com/suomi/en/kukkakasvit/smooth-sow-thistle 

Scentless Mayweed (Tripleurospermum inodorum): 

http://www.luontoportti.com/suomi/en/kukkakasvit/scentless-mayweed 

Hairy Tare (Vicia hirsuta): http://www.luontoportti.com/suomi/en/kukkakasvit/hairy-tare 

 

Negative indicators:  

Black-grass (Alopecurus myosuroides): https://www.naturespot.org.uk/species/black-

grass#:~:text=Black%2Dgrass%20%2D%20Alopecurus%20myosuroides&text=20%20to%2080%20c

m%20tall,and%20tapering%20at%20the%20tip. 

 

Useful publications: 

NPMS species identification guide: 

https://www.npms.org.uk/sites/default/files/PDF/NPMS%20ID%20GUIDE_WEB_0.pdf 
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Back from the Brink- Mosey in the Margins- A companion guide to help you identify what you find 

as you wander along footpaths through arable fields: https://naturebftb.co.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2019/04/Mosey-in-the-Margins_Web-version.pdf 

Back from the Brink- Arable plant glossary: https://naturebftb.co.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2020/06/Arable-Plant-Crib-Glossary-02.06.20.pdf 

Back from the Brink – Flower structure Crib: https://naturebftb.co.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2019/08/BFTB-Flower-structure-crib_web.pdf 

Back from the Brink – Arable crops: https://naturebftb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/BFTB-

Crop-crib-02.06.20.pdf  

Back from the Brink – Borage and Forget-me-not family crib: https://naturebftb.co.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2020/04/BFTB-Borages-and-Forget-me-nots-Arable-crib-1.pdf 

Back from the Brink – Buttercup crib: https://naturebftb.co.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2019/06/Buttercup-Arable-crib.pdf 

Back from the Brink – Carrots crib: https://naturebftb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/BFTB-

Carrots-crib.pdf 

Back from the Brink – Cudweeds crib: https://naturebftb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/BftB-

Cudweeds-crib-17.07.20.pdf 

Back from the Brink – Daises crib: https://naturebftb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Daisies-

Arable-crib.pdf 

Back from the Brink- Mints, dead-nettles, hemp-nettles and woundworts crib: 

https://naturebftb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Mints-Dead-nettles-Hemp-nettles-and-

Woundworts-Arable-crib.pdf 

Back from the Brink – Mouse-ears, chickweeds and spurreys crib: https://naturebftb.co.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2019/06/Mouse-ears-Chickweeds-and-Spurreys-Arable-crib.pdf 

Back from the Brink – Field pansy and wild pansy crib: https://naturebftb.co.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2020/03/BftB-Pansies-crib.pdf 

Back from the Brink- Pimpernels crib: https://naturebftb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/BFTB-

Pimpernels-Arable-crib.pdf 

Back from the Brink – Pinks, campions and catchflies crib: https://naturebftb.co.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2019/06/Pinks-Campions-and-Catchflies-Arable-crib.pdf 

Back from the Brink – Poppies crib: https://naturebftb.co.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2019/06/Poppies-Arable-crib.pdf 

Back from the Brink- Speedwells crib: https://naturebftb.co.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2019/06/Speedwells-Arable-crib.pdf 

Back from the Brink- Spurges crib: https://naturebftb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Spurges-

Arable-crib.pdf 
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