
www.NPMS.org.uk

Introduction to 

Lowland Grassland: 

Dry Calcareous 

presented by 
Dominic Price



Introduction to Lowland Dry Calcareous Grassland

www.NPMS.org.uk

Dominic Price



General Characters

ÅBase rich, formed by weathering of rocks

ÅThin porous soils = low nutrients

ÅThin swards, often with bare patches

ÅVery high diversity (ŷ40 sp/m2)

ÅFine rather than coarse grasses

ÅCan be quite ômossyõ



Location

Mostly in south of England

Chalk grassland in the Brecks

To the north tends to occur on hard 

limestone



Avenula pratense

Meadow Oat-grass

Å Rigid leaves



Avenula pratense

Meadow Oat-grass

Oaty heads



Brachypodium pinnatum

Tor Grass

Å Big yellow clumps

Å Rough leaves

Å Stripy heads



Briza media

Quaking Grass

Å Droopy, loose 

pyramidal head of 

dancing sugar-puffs

Å Bottom leaves in 

opposite pairs coming 

out at 90 °



Bromopsis erecta

Upright Brome

Å Flowers red-tinted when 

fresh, borne on thin 

stems so they nod in the 

slightest breeze. 

Å Leaves with long 

individual hairs (camelõs 

eyelashes) in loose 

tussocks.

Å Can form quite dense 

tussocks in low-grazed 

habitats



Campanula rotundifolia

Harebell

Å Delicate nodding blue flowers

Å Basal leaves lobed



Cirsium acaule

Dwarf Thistle

Å Very prickly

Å Prostrate on ground

Å Flower sits in leaf axis


