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UK National Plant Monitoring Scheme broad habitat type Rock outcrops, cliffs and screes
This covers natural rock outcrops and screes that are not coastal. It is divided into two fine-scale habitat types:

Inland rocks and scree fine-scale NPMS habitat. The NPMS guidance describes this fine-scale habitat as “ledges and
crevices of cliffs, crags, rocky outcrops and screes in lowland and submontane regions (<600 m) including quarries,
cuttings and the grykes of limestone pavements”, but excluding man-made structures such as dams, stone walls and
buildings. It also notes that these habitats can be rich in ferns such as wall-rue and maidenhair spleenwort.

Montane rocks and scree fine-scale NPMS habitat. The NPMS guidance describes this fine-scale habitat as “ledges and
crevices of natural cliffs, crags, rocky outcrops and screes in montane regions (>600 m) of the Scottish Highlands,
northern England, north Wales and the Mourne Mountains in Northern Ireland”. It also notes that “these rocks tend to
be acidic in nature, with ferns such as parsley fern along with fir clubmoss and bilberry (blaeberry)”, and that
“calcareous cliff communities are much more localised but usually support a rich assemblage of arctic-alpine species
including saxifrages, mountain willows and alpine lady’s-mantle”.

A 600 m threshold applied across the UK is simple but misleading because the montane zone (above the presumed
natural altitudinal limit of woodland, with a harsh montane climate and including montane plant species) comes lower
down in N-NW Scotland. The upper part of this hill in Sutherland has montane vegetation, with montane plant species,
in heath, bog and rock habitats at just 350-400 m. Such places are better classed as montane than non-montane.
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