
        

Introduction to Rock Outcrops, 
Cliffs and Screes 

 

 

Further supporting materials 

There are various useful external habitat and ID videos available online. Below are links 

to a number that may be helpful within this theme.  

 

Habitat videos:  

Sustainable Access: Why is the Eglwyseg Scree Slope so Special?: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lDsWdpzboR8 

 

Species ID videos:  

Yarrow (Achillea millefolium): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TzdEmDYghhY 

Alpine Lady’s-mantle (Alchemilla alpina): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNIy28Li_QY 

Wild Angelica (Angelica sylvestris): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1PPtJ6PILyQ 

Sweet Vernal-grass (Anthoxanthum odoratum): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ostrEvQsY-g 

(identification starts at 8.50)  

Rustyback (Asplenium ceterach)(Ceterach officinarum): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HmRaI_eHE3s 

Wall-rue (Asplenium ruta-muraria): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HON4mjRyapY 

Hart’s-tongue (Asplenium scolopendrium)(Phyllitis scolopendrium): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjMZaxkQA9g 

Maidenhair Spleenwort (Asplenium trichomanes): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8C4IvBkSN8 

Quaking grass (Briza media): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ostrEvQsY-g (identification starts 

at 26:20) 

Butterfly-bush (Buddleja davidii): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9zkRLpxnVI 

Harebell (Campanula rotundifolia): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j2KKajlkeiA 

Red Valerian (Centranthus ruber): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LEle11WHDPc 

Creeping Thistle (Cirsium arvense): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Anbvu8u-sBI 

Frog Orchid (Coeloglossum viride)(Dactylorhiza viridis): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvmdHVkpY2I 
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Brittle Bladder-fern (Cystopteris fragilis): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S7Hgv_31FjA (the 

video is in Italian however it has good images) 

Herb-Robert (Geranium robertianum): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EXbRi75cncc 

Horseshoe Vetch (Hippocrepis comosa): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j-MyQjQQk9c 

Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGrWkRw70JU# 

Dog’s Mercury (Mercurialis perennis):  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=swIhj8-qqC0 

Spring Sandwort (Minuartia verna): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZmxYvdQJn8I 

Wild Marjoram (Origanum vulgare): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jzYp9hd1WoA 

Ribwort Plantain (Plantago lanceolata): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ry2k-MAbhyo 

Tormentil (Potentilla erecta): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JyybmXWPzyc 

Barren Strawberry (Potentilla sterilis): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CiG-DKt4KWU 

(identification 6.26-7.10)  

Salad Burnet (Poterium sanguisorba)(Sanguisorba minor): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uhU0P0k27oM 

Selfheal (Prunella vulgaris): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vGn5E1i5hU0 

Meadow Buttercup (Ranunculus acris): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98slHdkXmbo 

Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.):  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s4TFasvgy9A 

Stone Bramble (Rubus saxatilis): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EXRXsoY4rvc (the video is in 

Finnish and English) 

Common Sorrel (Rumex acetosa): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-D7aW3zG70 

Curled Dock (Rumex crispus): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j-kOYr4Fo5U 

Broad-leaved Dock (Rumex obtusifolius): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2dwvfcGUiP4 

Purple Saxifrage (Saxifraga oppositifolia) : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nzm4U2hqOH4 

Rue-leaved Saxifrage (Saxifraga tridactylites): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wuKHvXitWGU 

Common Ragwort (Senecio jacobaea): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S3zvE0VK4Lc 

Common Nettle (Urtica dioica): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ASTvp1pgLg 

Bilberry/Blaeberry (Vaccinium myrtillus): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n19iGmGm0lk; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bzuwgVU_D0U (identification 2.08-2.20) 
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Further online materials that may be useful:  

 

Habitat websites:  

Maritime cliff and slopes (UK BAP Priority habitat): 

https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/2018-01/UK%20Biodiveristy%20Action%20Plan%20-

%20Priority%20Habitat%20-%20Maritime%20Cliff%20And%20Slopes.pdf 

JNCC -1230 Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts: 

https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/habitat/H1230/  

 

 

Species ID websites:  

Hairy Rock-cress (Arabis hirsuta): http://www.luontoportti.com/suomi/en/kukkakasvit/hairy-

rockcress 

Basil Thyme (Clinopodium acinos): https://bsbi.org/wp-

content/uploads/dlm_uploads/Clinopodium_acinos_species_account.pdf 

Parsley Fern (Cryptogramma crispa): 

https://wildflowerfinder.org.uk/Flowers/F/Fern(Parsley)/Fern(Parsley).htm 

Wavy Hair-grass (Deschampsia flexuosa): https://archewild.com/species-spotlight-deschampsia-

flexuosa-var-flexuosa-wavy-hairgrass/; page19 https://www.rfs.org.uk/media/429098/compilation-

booklet-05-09-with-10-missing-lq.pdf 

Limestone Bedstraw (Galium sterneri): 

http://www.wildflowersofireland.net/plant_detail.php?id_flower=564&Wildflower=Bedstraw,%20Li

mestone 

Oak Fern (Gymnocarpium dryopteris): http://www.plant-

identification.co.uk/skye/aspidiaceae/gymnocarpium-dryopteris.htm; 

http://ontarioferns.com/main/species.php?id=4026 

Hogweed (Heracleum sphondylium): https://www.wildfooduk.com/edible-wild-plants/hogweed-2/ 

Wall Lettuce (Mycelis muralis): http://www.luontoportti.com/suomi/en/kukkakasvit/wall-lettuce 

Mat-grass (Nardus stricta) : page 2 

https://www.eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=6298&p=0; http://www.plant-

identification.co.uk/skye/gramineae/nardus-stricta.htm; 

https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/HE4B.pdf 

Mountain Sorrel (Oxyria digyna): http://www.luontoportti.com/suomi/en/kukkakasvit/mountain-

sorrel 

Alpine Bistort (Persicaria vivipara): http://www.luontoportti.com/suomi/en/kukkakasvit/alpine-

bistort 

Yellow Saxifrage (Saxifraga aizoides): http://www.luontoportti.com/suomi/en/kukkakasvit/yellow-

mountain-saxifrage 

https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/2018-01/UK%20Biodiveristy%20Action%20Plan%20-%20Priority%20Habitat%20-%20Maritime%20Cliff%20And%20Slopes.pdf
https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/2018-01/UK%20Biodiveristy%20Action%20Plan%20-%20Priority%20Habitat%20-%20Maritime%20Cliff%20And%20Slopes.pdf
https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/habitat/H1230/
http://www.luontoportti.com/suomi/en/kukkakasvit/hairy-rockcress
http://www.luontoportti.com/suomi/en/kukkakasvit/hairy-rockcress
https://bsbi.org/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/Clinopodium_acinos_species_account.pdf
https://bsbi.org/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/Clinopodium_acinos_species_account.pdf
https://wildflowerfinder.org.uk/Flowers/F/Fern(Parsley)/Fern(Parsley).htm
https://archewild.com/species-spotlight-deschampsia-flexuosa-var-flexuosa-wavy-hairgrass/
https://archewild.com/species-spotlight-deschampsia-flexuosa-var-flexuosa-wavy-hairgrass/
https://www.rfs.org.uk/media/429098/compilation-booklet-05-09-with-10-missing-lq.pdf
https://www.rfs.org.uk/media/429098/compilation-booklet-05-09-with-10-missing-lq.pdf
http://www.wildflowersofireland.net/plant_detail.php?id_flower=564&Wildflower=Bedstraw,%20Limestone
http://www.wildflowersofireland.net/plant_detail.php?id_flower=564&Wildflower=Bedstraw,%20Limestone
http://www.plant-identification.co.uk/skye/aspidiaceae/gymnocarpium-dryopteris.htm
http://www.plant-identification.co.uk/skye/aspidiaceae/gymnocarpium-dryopteris.htm
http://ontarioferns.com/main/species.php?id=4026
https://www.wildfooduk.com/edible-wild-plants/hogweed-2/
http://www.luontoportti.com/suomi/en/kukkakasvit/wall-lettuce
https://www.eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=6298&p=0
http://www.plant-identification.co.uk/skye/gramineae/nardus-stricta.htm
http://www.plant-identification.co.uk/skye/gramineae/nardus-stricta.htm
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/HE4B.pdf
http://www.luontoportti.com/suomi/en/kukkakasvit/mountain-sorrel
http://www.luontoportti.com/suomi/en/kukkakasvit/mountain-sorrel
http://www.luontoportti.com/suomi/en/kukkakasvit/alpine-bistort
http://www.luontoportti.com/suomi/en/kukkakasvit/alpine-bistort
http://www.luontoportti.com/suomi/en/kukkakasvit/yellow-mountain-saxifrage
http://www.luontoportti.com/suomi/en/kukkakasvit/yellow-mountain-saxifrage


Mossy Saxifrage (Saxifraga hypnoides): 

https://www.uksouthwest.net/wildflowers/saxifragaceae/saxifraga-hypnoides.html 

Starry Saxifrage (Saxifraga stellaris): http://www.luontoportti.com/suomi/en/kukkakasvit/starry-

saxifrage 

Roseroot (Sedum rosea): https://www.brc.ac.uk/plantatlas/plant/sedum-rosea 

Hairy Violet (Viola hirta) : https://www.naturespot.org.uk/species/hairy-

violet#:~:text=Hairy%20Violet%20%2D%20Viola%20hirta&text=Leaves%20pale%20green%2C%20o

blong%2Doval,middle%20of%20the%20flower%20stalk.&text=This%20is%20not%20easy%20to,pho

to%20of%20the%20flowers%20alone. 

 

 

Useful publications: 

NPMS species identification guide: 

https://www.npms.org.uk/sites/default/files/PDF/NPMS%20ID%20GUIDE_WEB_0.pdf 

Back from the Brink – Flower structure Crib: https://naturebftb.co.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2019/08/BFTB-Flower-structure-crib_web.pdf 

British Pteridological Society: What’s that fern?: https://ebps.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2014/05/Fern-Guide01.pdf 

Country file - Coastal flower guide: how to identify 
https://www.countryfile.com/wildlife/trees-plants/coastal-flowers-identification-guide/ 
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