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Heathlands and Dry Acid Grassland are amongst some of the most endangered habitats in the UK, existi
a fragment of their former glory. Despite their beauty they are tough environments for plants to live in, anc
plants that exist within in them have had to adapt to cope with a range of ecological stresses.

n this document we will outline some of the key species that you can find in them, with helpful hints for the
dentification.



Grasses

Agrostis capillaris  Common Bent

wWe A O £ \wry delthteifgatfery flowers on
long stems which stay open even after dieback

wSmallligueWOf SNA OQa O2f f | NI

w Speatlike leaves

Can be muddled with Meadograss (Poa) which
has more clumpy flowers, and a keeled leaf.

Creeping BentA. stoloniferdhas a long creepy
ligule and the flower closes up when it goes to
seed.
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Anthoxanthum odoratum

Sweet Vernal Grass

wAuricle fringed with whiskedike hairs
w Roots have disinfectant/almond smell
w Short leaves, glossy beneath

w Flowers are short spikes, early in the year
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Carex binervis Greenribbed Sedge

wOne of the few mediunsized sedges of acid
habitats, it can be easily spotted with its deep
green shiny leaves, which become dark brown
and rusty with age.
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back of each seed, giving the species its nhame.
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Carex flacca  Glaucous Sedge

w Easy to spot with its grdylue rosettes.
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underside is much more glaucous than the
top, which helps to separate it from similar
species.

w Forms very black flowerhead

In damper ground you can find another
glaucous looking sedge, this is Carnation
SedgeCarex paniceayhich has leaves which
are equally grey on both sides, and fewer
fruits looking like swollen chocolate limes.
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Carex pilulifera Pill Sedge

w The only pale yellow sedge found in dry
acld habitats.

w The flowers form lying down on the
ground, both to help spread seeds and
avoid being grazed

w If you feel the stem it is smooth almost all
the way, becoming rough in the last cm
beneath the flower



